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coming to an understanding. Reynaud brought him
into the Cabinet and was very dependent on him.
Reynaud resigned but Baudouin remained, and Petain
in his turn found himself dependent. Another bad
choice 'made by Reynaud was that of Jean Prouvost,
Managing Dkector of Paris Soir, which had for long
carried on a policy which, though not actually pro-
German, was definitely not anti-German, He was
backed by the industrialists of the north, the French
Thyssens and von Krupps, who hated any form of Left
Government and were prepared to back France's new
Fascist state, even though it meant German occupation
of their country. The appointment of the Croix De
Feu Basque, Ybarnegaray, was the most surprising of
all; it was as if Oswald Mosley had been taken into the
British Cabinet. He was the agent who started the con-
versations through the Spanish Ambassador, Lequerica,
that led to the capitulation. These, and others, were the
half-Quislings who prepared France's downfall. As
" Sagittarius " wrote in the New Statesman :
The French who did not wish to fight
Were the ultra Left and the Fascist Right;
The victor managed a coup de main
And France is hoist on her own Petain.
There was, however, one stumbling-block to the peace
party's plans. The Government, with Reynaud as their
representative, had signed at a meeting of the Supreme
War Council in London, a pledge that there would be
no separate peace. After the bitter things that had been